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few months ago, while cooperating with Banks, that the
scheme was Democratic, but that Banks did not know it.
The Natick cobbler is a dupe as well as an ignoramus and
falsifier on naval matters.

Blundering, plundering Nye,1 without honesty or integ-
rity, but who has some pretensions to coarse humor, got in
a fog and bellowed about the engineers and their rivalry
with the officers. The poor fellow knew not the difference
between the civil engineers of the yard and the steam
engineers.

March 30, Monday. The opening speech of General
Butler in the impeachment trial is variously spoken of.
As he has talents of a certain kind and has prided himself
in getting to be one of the Managers, where there is rivalry,
and as he wants notoriety, he cares but little of what kind,
and as he has impudence and audacity and the employ-
ment is familiar, I presume he made a speech with some
strong and forcible language. As to his facts, his history,
his law, and correct application of principles, there is room
for criticism and doubt. Though a Radical favorite, he is
an unscrupulous and, in every respect, a bad man. The
intelligent Radicals do not seem to be satisfied with his
performance, while the Democrats do not feel that Butler
has made much headway against the President.

March 31, Tuesday. Nothing but current business at
the Cabinet. The President requested us to meet him and
his counsel this evening at eight. Just before leaving I was
subpoenaed as a witness to appear to-morrow at twelve
before the court of impeachment. Seward, after getting at
the President's, said that it was Mr. Stanbery's summons
for myself and others of the Cabinet.

Mr. Stanbery, Evarts, and Groesbeck met us at the Pre-
sident's. Talked over certain circumstances and incidents
in the past. Seward said he knew nothing of Stanton's
1 James W. Nye, Senator from Nevada.